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Nehemiah 1:1-11 

I. Introduction: 
 A. Some of the most amazing kinds of encounters God has for us are encounters that are not about our 
  needs but about experiencing God’s heart for the purpose of helping and ______________ ___   
 ______________.  

 B. Reasons why these kinds of encounters are so important: 

  1. God is glorified and people’s lives are blessed and ___________________ forever. Broken  
  hearts always mean someone gets a better life. 

  2. They help us discover our _________________.  “There are two great days in a person’s   
  life-the day we are born and the day we discover why.” -William Barclay 

   You don’t find your purpose; it usually finds you when your heart is moved in a way that   
  you must do something for others, they can’t do for themselves. God has an amazing    
 purpose for your life, and that purpose is not about you and it’s not ___________ _______. 

   The saddest person is not the person without money, time, possessions, or fame. The   
  saddest person in the world is the person who may have all of those things but has no    
 purpose. 

  3. When your heart breaks for others it makes you more like ______________. The perfume  
  of our spirit flows when our heart is broken by the needs of others.  

  4. The encounters with God that call you to invest in others always bring you the    
  _______________ _______________.  If you help enough other people get breakthroughs   
 in your life, you will always have the breakthroughs you need in your life. 
   “After Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord restored his fortunes and gave him twice as much as  
  he had before.” (Job 42:10 NIV) 

   Thesis: The key to having an encounter with God for others is choosing to go from a   
  bystander to an intercessor.  

   Intercessor: One who intervenes, advocates, fights for the good of others first and   
  foremost by prayer. The Biblical word also means: to fill or stand in the gap, and be an    
 instrument by which God can step in, move, and make a difference in a desperate situation. 
   “So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on   
  behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found none.” (Ezekiel 22:30) 

II. Things we observe from this story about how God changes the world through people who are willing  
to be intercessors. 

 A. We learn that when God wants to do something that changes the world, He always first calls people 
  to _____________. 

  1. Prayer is the _______________ means by which God intervenes on earth. “Assuredly, I   
  say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth    
 will be loosed in heaven. Again, I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything    
that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered    
together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.” (Mat. 18:18-20) 
   
  2. Prayer makes possible on earth what is available in ________________. 
   “The one concern of the devil is to keep Christians from praying. He laughs at our toil,   
  mocks our wisdom, trembles when we pray.” Samuel Chadwick 



  3. A true intercessor not only prays but __________________, agonizes, and moves in divine  
  authority to bring significant change. Love begins with __________________ and ends    
 with power. (I Cor. 13:4) If we’re willing to share with Christ in his sufferings we get to     
move with Christ in His power. God wants us to move from sympathy, to empathy, to     
identification. 

 B. What we see in this story has many similarities to what we’re seeing all around us in our present   
 Covid-19 environment. 

  1. The walls of identity, protection, and potential have been broken down and the enemy has  
  robbed so much; people are living in isolation and ______________________, and have    
 lost sight of purpose. 
  2. God is calling modern day intercessors to _____________ ____ ______ ________through  
  prayer and acts of compassion to help people come into God’s protection and reclaim    
 God’s identity, and be restored to the ________________ God has for their lives. 

 C. Prayer is not just about comfort; it is about ______________________ with the real enemy-the   
 devil. “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so that you can   
take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the   rulers, 
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against spiritual forces of evil in the   heavenly 
realms.” (Eph. 6:10-12) 

 D. Right praying always leads to right actions and bring the faith, unity, and favor to turn impossible  
 situations around. 

 E. The turning point to victory came when all of the people ______________ ______________ and   
 instead of just focusing on their own wall and needs, helped to build the walls of each other.  

  Things that happen when people rally to pray for each other and fill the gaps for each other. 

  1. People come out of spiritual isolation (Nehemiah 4:14-20). 
  2. The fears and evil voices that controlled them on the inside lose their power. Secrets and   
  accusations the enemy speaks to you in isolation lose their power when they are exposed in   
 the light of Christian fellowship. “Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one     
another that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.”     
(James 5:16 NKJV) 

  3. God ___________________ the path to recovery and victory. 

  4. The enemy sits powerless and ________________ on the sidelines; the tables turned   
  against him, while God gets all of the glory and the credit. 
Conclusion 
1. Let’s take our place and build the wall 

2. Pray like Nehemiah prayed Neh. 1:5-11 
 a. Admit our need for God 
 b. Confess our sins and completely give up control to God 
 c. Claim the promises that He has made 
 d. Ask for guidance, wisdom, and ____________ to be able to accomplish something you can’t do 
 e. Step out to do what He shows us to restore, protect, and encourage the hope not only in our lives   
 but in the lives of others around us. 

(Answers: I. A. giving to others B. changed, purpose, about me, Christ, highest returns II. A. pray, legal, Heaven, 
identifies, suffering B. intimidation, stand in the gap, purpose C. confrontation E. rallied together, accelerates, 
defeated, d. favor)


