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I. Introduction 
 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus, he was a chief 
tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the 
corwd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. 

When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I just stay at 
your house today.” So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 

All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.”  But Zacchaeus stood up and 
said to the Lord, “look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated 
anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” 

Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house., because this man, too is a son of Abraham. For the Son 
of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:1-10) 
  

A. This story teaches us that the most generous people in the world are not necessarily born that way they 
are ______________ that way by the discovery of the goodness and grace of God. They demonstrate a 
kind of generosity we might call “___________ ____________” or grateful generosity. They give not 
based on what they have or what they should do but based on the realization of all that _____________ 
has done for them. 

B.  It was this same kind of grace that inspired a church in Macedonia to give beyond any logical degree. 
(2 Corinthians 8:1-9 NIV) Some incredible things they discovered as they gave out of gratitude. 

                            1.When we give out of gratitude the goodness of God is not just magnified, it’s ______________. 
                                It’s awesome when we’re blessed it is twice as awesome when our blessings become blessings 
                                Multiplied in other people’s lives 
                            2.Three biproducts of multiplying our blessings 
                               a.______________ 
                              “There is more happiness in giving than in receiving.” (Acts 20:35 GNT) 
                              Without generosity the blessings of God don’t make us more grateful they can make us more  
                              _______________. 
                              b. Grateful generosity helps our lives have a greater impact on others. 
                               “You will be abundantly enriched in every way as you give generously on every occasion, for  
                               When we take your gifts to those in need, it causes many to give thanks to God.” (2 Corinthians                                       
                                9:11 NIV) 
                               “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where     
thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, 
and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 
6:19-20 NIV 
                               c. Grateful givers will experience _________________ in every area of their lives. 
                                “And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having 
                                 all that you.need, you will abound in every good work. (2 Cor. 9:8 NIV) 

                                          “If you do what you can, with what you have, where you are, then God won’t leave you where 
                                   You are and He will increase what you have.” -Bill Purvis 
II. Key ways to begin to live a life of grateful generosity 

 A. Let gratitude create the right _______________ for giving. Gratitude is the great motive shifter. 
  1. Motive matters ____________ and most in our giving. Why we give is more important   
  than what we give. It’s not the size of the gift that we give that makes a difference but    
 the size of our _____________ and the kindness that we show that makes the greatest     
difference. “Motive turns work into worship.” 
   “God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) 



  2. Gratitude shifts our motive by shifting our attention from what people deserve to    
  the love God has shown _______ that I could never deserve. 
   “But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as    
  generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what    
 comes from your hand… Lord our God, all this abundance that we have provided     
for building you a temple for your Holy Name comes from your hand, and all of it     
belongs to you.” (I Chronicles 29:14, 16 NIV) 

 B. Begin to see things you have as _____________ not possessions. 
  “Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap but the seeds that you plant.” -   
  Robert Louis Stevenson 

  1. Truly grateful people go from giving as they live to living to _________. See everything   
  you have as a seed, every person and situation as a garden. 
   “A seed in my hand is a harvest in God’s hands.” -Wayne Myers 
    
   When I live to appreciate others more than I live to be appreciated, I will always    
  feel the gratitude of God. 

  2. Don’t try to change somebody’s life just see if you can change a minute or an hour. 
   “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever    
  sows generously will also reap generously.” (2 Corinthians 9:6) 

 C. Grateful generosity is expressed when we seek to _____________ expectations. God wants us to   
 what I call a “and ________ ___________” giver. We pay our ___________; we give our    
offerings.  
 D. We show grateful generosity when we learn to give by ____________. A faith offering is when we  
 give not on the basis of what we have but on the basis of what we sense God wants us to     
trust Him to provide. Three kinds of givers: 
  1. Those who give what they ______________. 
  2. Those who give what they _____________. 
  3. Those who give what they ______________. 
   “Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not    
  reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9:7) 

  The natural mind says get enough so you can give; the Lord says ‘give enough so you can   
 have. This is how Jesus gave His life for us! 
  “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he   
 became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.”  (2 Corinthians 8:9 NIV) 
` 
(Answers: I. A. formed, thanks giving, multiplied, joy, impact, increase II. A. motive, first, love, us B. seeds, give 
C. exceed, then some, tithes D. faith, should, could, would)


