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I. Introduction: Today we want to talk about how God can help us overcome our differences when the gap  
seems too wide  and the wall seems too high. We want to learn how to have healing and unifying  
___________________ that let God break in when it seems impossible.  

 Three important truths about conflict and division. 
 A. God is able to bring healing into broken relationships. He can turn mess-ups into _________-____. 
  
 B. The kind of unity God brings is often forged in the fire, through learning how to have “good   
 disagreements.” Differences don’t have to tear us apart; they can grow us closer and make us    
better. “As iron sharpens iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.” (Prov. 27:17 NIV) 

 C. To work through differences, we have to learn how to choose the third option. Not I win    
 and you lose. Not you win and I lose. But God wins and thus we _____ _______. 
  “Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is  
 the head, that is, Christ.” (Ephesians 4:15 NIV) 

  Two observations: 
  1. When conflict comes most people choose either the option to blow up or the option to clam 
   up and give up, but God offers us the option to ________ _____.  

   There could be no more important decision that we will make in life, than the decisions we  
  make about relational conflict. Great relationships are never relationships that have no    
 conflict; great relationships are relationships that have ____________ through conflict. 

  2. Growing up means learning to walk the wire of “speaking the ___________ ___    
  _________.” Growing up means embracing the hard conversations in a way that includes    
 both personal caring and honest candor (kind and brave). This was the fine line Jesus     
walked to bring reconciliation to us. “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.    
We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace    and 
truth.” (John 1:14 NIV) 

   This radical way is illustrated in the story of David and Abigail. How what started out to be 
   a murder ended up becoming a marriage. 

II. Five reconciling choices you can make when relationships seem to be at a dead end.                                       
 (I Samuel 25:14-35, 39-40 NIV) 

 A. Choose to act ______________ and quickly. “Abigail acted quickly. She took two hundred loaves of   
 bread, two skins of wine, five dressed sheep, and five seahs of roasted grain... and loaded them on the    
donkeys.” (I Samuel 25:18) 
  “Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court.” (Matthew 5:25) 

  Two ways to get courage when facing tough conversations: 
  1. Believe that when you’re doing God’s will He will ________ on your behalf. You can   
  always be sure when God tells you to walk through a Red Sea, He is going to part the    
 waters. 

  2. Care more about pleasing God than being ____________ by people. 
   “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If    
  they listen to you, you have won them over… 
   “For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” (Matthew 18:15, 20) 

   Caring about what God thinks means realizing that you can’t be sure that other people will  
  be reconciled to you, but you can obey God by knowing you took the steps God wanted    
 you to take to be ___________________ to them. 



   The two main things courage looks like in a relationship 
   a. Willingness to take the ___________ step 
   b. Willingness to be vulnerable, ___________, and real 
    “If we walk in the light as he is in the light we will have fellowship with one another and   
   the blood of Jesus Christ will cleanse us from all sin.” (I John 1:7) 

 B. Pray and _______________ thoroughly. Pray that God removes any wrong attitudes in your heart  
 and helps you see things from their point of view. Almost any wall can be removed if we are    
willing to be humble enough to ask for God’s help to surrender to Him and listen for the heart of    
another. The walls that divide people are not really in the issues but in the hearts. “…First take the    
plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.”    
(Matthew 7:5) 

  “Truism has two sides. The full truth is found in the tension of opposites. This truth requires   
 humility.” -Mark Batterson 

  The difference between a fool and a wise person has nothing to do with how smart they are but   
 how willing they are to _____________ when they are wrong, and how humble and teachable they   
are to adjust their lives to truth as it is revealed to them. 

 C. She approached David in a spirit of honor. Things honor does: 

  1. It speaks, acts, and listens in a posture and ____________ of honor, gentleness, and   
  respect. “A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.” (Proverbs 15:1) 
   
  2. It looks for what is _____________ and can be affirmed in the other person, not for what   
  can be criticized or make them feel ashamed. 
   
  3. It takes as much responsibility as possible, admitting wrong, _______________ for   
  forgiveness, showing an eagerness to make amends. 

   Reconciliation happens when we care more about being righteous than we do about being  
  right. “The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means you have been completely defeated    
 already. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated?”   (I Corinthians 6:7) 

  4. Honor comes by having sought and understood ____________ perspective and seeks to   
  do and say whatever it takes to see that God wins. “When the Lord has fulfilled for my lord    
 every good thing he promised concerning him and has appointed him ruler over Israel, my lord will    
not have on his conscience the staggering burden of needless bloodshed or of having avenged     
himself.” (I Samuel 25:30-31) 

 D. Create space for ________________, seeking more to understand than to be understood. We will   
 do more for God by the questions we ask than the _________________ we give. 

 E. She made her request as a humble and honorable ________________ and not a demand. 
  “And when the Lord your God has brought my Lord success, remember your servant.” (vs. 31) 

  “Never speak harshly to an older man, but appeal to him respectfully as you would to your own father. Talk  
 to younger men as you would to your own brothers.” (I Timothy 5:1 NLT) 

  Remember God’s plan in all of these conflicts is not just to make relationships better but to help us  
 become more like _______________ Christ! 

(Answers: I. conversations, A. make-ups B. fire C. all win, grow up, grown, truth in love II. A. bravely, act, liked, 
reconciled, first, open B. prepare, admit C. tone, good, asking, God’s D. dialogue, answers E. appeal, Jesus)


