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I.  INTRODUCTION 

A.  One of the most beau7ful things God does through grace is to bring the gi? of _____________. The 
word reconcile means to turn antagonis7c hearts into united hearts, to turn enemies into 
__________. God wants to not only do this for us, but help this to happen through us as we learn 
what it means to be peacemakers. 

“You’re blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of compete or fight. That’s when you 
discover who you really are, and your place in God’s family.” (Mat. 5:9 MSG) 

B.  In a world of so much hate, division, and animosity God wants us to learn what it means to be His 
______________ of reconcilia7on. 

“They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated; they will renew the ruined ciHes 
that have been devastated for generaHons.” (Isaiah 61:4 NIV) 

II. Nehemiah models for us an example of what it means to be a peace maker. (Nehemiah 5:613)  

Key observa7ons: 

A.  Nehemiah stopped the work on the wall to insist the people make their rela7onships right.  
Reconcilia7on is always God’s _____________. You can’t move forward into God’s des7ny unless 
you’re willing to stop and make things right in your ______________. The world will never fully see 
the hope of Jesus un7l they really see the harmony and unity of Chris7ans. 

“Whoever claims to love God yet hates his brother or sister is a liar.” (I John 4:20 NIV) 

“Therefore, if you are offering your giT there at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister has 
something against you, leave your giT there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then 
come and offer your giT. SeVle maVers quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while 
you are sHll together on the way…” (MaVhew 5:23-25 NIV) 

B.  God used Nehemiah to be part of the solu7on even though he wasn’t part of causing the problem. 
People need _____ _________, prayer, and encourage to overcome their hurts. 

C.  Peacemaking, isn’t just about covering things up it’s about really making things __________. 
Walking in unity is not being people who never make mistakes and do things wrong it’s about being 
people who admit mistakes and make things right. 

“Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is 
the head, that is, Christ.” (Eph. 4:12 NIV) 

“Biblical reconcilia7on is not just tolerance but addressing the sin that caused the divide for the 
purpose of bonding us together to a shared commitment to Jesus Christ with the goal of service to 
others.” –Tony Evans 

D.  Peacemaking and reconcilia7on comes as a result of looking at people and the divisions of our world 
from _____ __________ not just a human perspec7ve. 

“So I conHnued, ‘What you are doing is not right. Shouldn’t you walk in the fear of our God to avoid the 
reproach of our GenHle enemies?’” (Neh. 5:9) 

III. Ways the hurt, division, and conflict in our rela7onships can be healed by considering God’s point of 
view. 



A.  We can overcome hurt and division by realizing that even when it seems there’s no op7on for 
healing, unity, and victory God always has ___ __________. From a worldly perspec7ve we are 
taught to look at false dichotomies, a belief that there is only two sides, their side or our side but 
God has another way of looking at things. He doesn’t come to take sides but He comes to _______ 
_________ and bring His will and healing to those who will let Him. (Joshua 5:13-14) 

1.  One of the most important things to realize is that when it seems there is only bad op7ons before us 
God always has a beau7ful ____________ op7on. 

“We all experience Hmes of tesHng, which is normal for every human being. But God will be faithful to you. 
He will screen and filter the severity, nature, and Hming of every test or trial you face so that you can bear it. 
And each test is an opportunity to trust him more, for along with every trial God has provided for you a way 
of escape that will bring you out of it victoriously.” (I Cor. 10:13 TPT) 

2.  Reconcilia7on comes not when we are trying to force others to agree with us, but as we are 
humbled in our spirit and willing to agree with ________. 

B.  God’s third op7on is to begin to look at people as God _____ ________ and ask for the grace to have 
the mind and bring the heart that Jesus’ brought to all of us, when He came to serve us and give His 
life a ransom for us all. 

1.  We have to realize how much ____ ______ _________ and be truly reconciled with God and 
ourselves before we can truly be reconciled to others. 

2.  Reconcilia7on comes as we simply convey the honor and dignity that God has shown us in Christ ___ 
________. 

“Because of this decision we don’t evaluate people by what they have or how they look. We looked at the 
Messiah that way once and got it all wrong, as you know. We certainly don’t look at him that way anymore. 
Now we look inside, and what we see is that anyone united with the Messiah gets a fresh start, is created 
new. The old life is gone; a new life burgeons! Look at it! All this comes from the God who seVled the 
relaHonship between us and him, and then called us to seVle our relaHonships with each other. God put the 
world square with himself through the Messiah, giving the world a fresh start by offering forgiveness of sins. 
God has given us the task of telling everyone what he is doing. We’re Christ’s representaHves. God uses us to 
persuade men and women to drop their differences and enter into God’s work of making things right 
between them. We’re speaking for Christ himself now: Become friends with God he’s already a friend with 
you. How? You ask. In Christ. God put the wrong on him who never did anything wrong, so we could put right 
with God.” (2 Cor. 5:16-21 MSG) 

C.  God’s third op7on is believing and accep7ng that the change we want to see in others always begins 
with the change we let God do ___ ______. Everyone wants God to change the world we’re just not 
too sure we want Him to change us. 

“The answer is not choosing the right side or the right people, the answer is humbling ourselves 
and serving a purpose bigger than any side or any one of us.” –Miles McPherson 

“Don’t pick on people, jump on their failures, criHcize their faults-unless, of course, you want the same 
treatment. That criHcal spirit has a way of boomeranging. It’s easy to see a smudge on your neighbor’s face 
and be oblivious to the ugly sneer on your own. Do you have the nerve to say, ‘Let me wash your face for 
you,’ when your own face is distorted by contempt? It’s this whole traveling road-show mentality all over 
again, playing a holier-than-thou part instead of just living your part. Wipe that ugly sneer off your own face, 
and you might be fit to offer a washcloth to your neighbor.” (MaVhew 7:1-5 MSG) 

(Answers: I. reconcilia7on, friends, ministers II. Priority, rela7onships, our help, right, God’s perspec7ve III. An 
op7on, take over, divine, God, sees them, we are loved, to others, in us)


