
REBUILDING THE WALLS 
THE STORY CHAPTER 21 

 
1. The theme of Nehemiah is rebuilding the walls. 

 
The key verse: “Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in disgrace.” 

(2:17) 
 

As we begin to follow Christ, we each become a construction project. There are areas where rubble 
needs to be cleared out, new decisions need to be made, and our lives need rebuilding. Nehemiah is a 
type of the Holy Spirit, who has come to help our lives come in line with the upper story of who God 
intends to build us to become. What is an area of your life that you recently feel the Holy Spirit pointing 
out as an area, where He is wanting to do some major rebuilding? How have you felt Him leading you 
to yield to some next steps in the process? 
a. Marriage/Family 
b. Identity/Self image 
c. Habits 
d. Thought life 
e. Your calling to serve Him 
f. Other 

 
2. We see in the story how important the reading and application of God’s Word is in this process. God’s 

Word is at the center of the rebuilding work He is doing. Do you have an example of how God has used 
this study of The Story over the last several weeks to open your eyes to know God, know yourself, and 
who He is making you to be more clearly? How has this group been helpful in the rebuilding process of 
your life? 

 
3. Pastor Dale emphasized the importance of joy in the rebuilding process. Nehemiah said, “the joy of the 

Lord is your strength.” Which of the statements about joy were especially challenging or inspirational 
to you? Why? 
a. Holiness is not somberness; it is joyfulness that empowers us to live faithful lives. 
b. Religion is man’s effort to please a somber God; Christianity is living joyfully in tune with God. 
c. Joy isn’t for the victory after the battle; it is for strength in the battle. The enemy is defeated by 

joy. 
d. Joy is not a circumstance or feeling; it is a choice you make and a muscle you exercise. 

 
4. Tobiah and Sanballat were the “joy killers” in the story of Nehemiah. What are common top things 

Satan tries to use in your life to steal your joy? (people, worry, discouraging circumstances, negative 
feelings or thoughts, lies…) 

 
5. Of the following things that were suggested to get your joy back, what do you think is especially 

important for you to hear. 
a. Decide to stand against the joy killers 
b. Quit believing lies and replace them with truth 
c. Rejoice as a continual discipline through singing, speaking, laughing 
d. Give more, especially forgiveness 

 
6. Lastly, we saw from Nehemiah the importance of getting rid of compromise and putting first things 

first. The question was, “Are you giving God what is first or what is left over of your time, treasure, and 
talent?” What is an area that you especially need to adjust priorities to keep God first? 


